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The Fox With The Golden Tail

A FABLE
WITH AN ESOTERIC SIGNIFICANCE

By
C. SUBRAMANIA BHARATI

1914

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

This second edition of the “Fox" is not of my seeking
at all. 1Itis, so to speak, forced on me by the importunity
of some local friends whom the spirit of the age impels te
do something towards knocking down what has been aptly
described as the most colossal spiritual fraud of the ages.

It is admitted on all hands that the ancient Hindus had
scaled the cxireme heights of spiritual realisation. But I
think, however, that the Hindus of the last generation,
especially the Eonglish educated men, have been the
biggest guils of any 4gc or country. And we, of the pre-
emt genciation, are resolved that the swindlers shall mo
looger pursue their trades peacefully in our country. And
this is the * es0icr.c meaning*' of the fable.

Pondicherry
24th Februasy, 1914 C. S BHARATE.
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Once upon a time, there was an eld she fox whom her
-fellow-foxes of the Fox-land detegted very much, for she
wag very plain-spoken and very proud. And so they cut
off her tail as a sort of punishment,

She said ¢ **Oh my dear brethren, won't you make me
yous ruler?’” Oao hearing this, all the foxes laoghed a big
laugh and drove her away with jeers and scorn. She then
purchased an artificial gilt tail and haviog fasteped it to
her back, emigrated to the ancient land of Asies sand

Apes.

The Asses asked her "Who are yvon?''. She said +'I am
the great she-fox of the golden tail, the wisest among all
the foxes of Fox-land, They asked me over there to be
their ruler. But I did not care for thal position. I have a
contempt for the intelligencs of foxes and 1 have become a
great admirer of the wisdom of the Asses, especially the
older cnes. And I have decided that it is better to be an
humble pupil among the Asses thana great teacher and
ruler among my owa kind. Q02 venerable Asses, teach me

me your wisdom."

««Opn hearing this, all the Asses, especially the old ones
hrayed for jov. And they began to speak to one another in
their homes and councils. **What thinkast thou, brother?
While the ordinary foxes pretend they are much wiser than
we and behave haughtily apd contemptuously towards us.
the wisest Fox of them all bas discovered that we, we the
Asses, are the noblest and most thoughtful among animals
and she has come to be a pupil among us. Yet the Apes
dn our own land have bzen mimicking the ways of the
foxes and foolishly despising our great and ancient asinine
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i pstitutions and tradtions. ©h what will the Apes say

now? These wicked Apes! The arrival of the Fox with
the golden tail will once for all stop their poisonous
chatterings and they will hereafter cease teasing and
‘humitiating us by their ca-colled critici.m of our time-hon-
oured ass-traditions ™’

And the Asses had rightly Judged their fellow-Country
men, the Apes. For the latter also Were greatly impressed
by the strange act of the Fox of the golden tail. "*Whatever
a fox says must be right” so argued many of the Apes,
«‘and if the wisest of them all comes and pays homege to
the culture of the Asses, we have reasonto pause and
consider if we have been gnite right io laughing at oar
compatriota in such an outrageous manoer as we have
been doing.™

But & few advanced Apes thought to themselves, “*Non-
sense! How canm we give up the cooviction of a lifetime
and begin to respect these Asses on the assertion of a
single old fox. while all other foxes still treat them with
open contempt? What the foxes do we must do. And if
there ig a split among the foxes themselves, we can't help
t. We shail marely cling to the doctrines of the majority
of the foxes.”' Thus thinkiog, they kept themselves aloof
from the new movement of Assiatic Revival.

But the Revival itself progerssed wonderfuly, thanks
to the winning ways of the Fox of the goldcno tail who
gradually dropped her old pride and intolerance but substi-
(oted instead the worst type of cooning and sedulous
flattery. The Apes bent their heads low before the trinm
phant march of Assiatic reaction, and the Asses pul on
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pontifical airs. Naturally, all this moved the simple hearts
of the Asses, especially the older ones. very deeply and’
the emotion of joy and gratitude rose to such a high pitch
among the long-eared ones that they soon elected the old
Fox as their leader and High-pricstess and gave her the
improved title of the Golden Fox.

The Golden Fox was mach delighted at this favourahis
turn of affairs. “*After all** ghe thought, #*it {s something
to be a roler even among Asses. Of course old ags is an
iotols abie nuisance and so is the eaforced company of the
long-eared species But then I hava got thin consolation
that Ican make thossd —d foxss see that I am not anp
ordinary person and Jhatl am as cunning as the cunngi
ogest of them all. While other foxes merely strive for-
economic advantages in this Ass-land, 1 have eazily pained
a spiritua! domination and this includes your ecomomics
and everything else. And the Asses call me the Golden
Fox, confound their dear, stupid heads!”” Hesr position
among the Asies subsequently indoced ths emigrant
Foxes to show her soms outward respect and sometimes
even take her advice om ecomomic matters. All this
success soon made the Golden Fox lose her head. Her
rule over the Asses gradually bscame more and more
barsh, arrogant and whimsical, so that She soon began to
tire the patience of even the most patient of her asininz
followers. Discontent began to spread, especlaliy among
those who were her personal attendants.

One morning a middle-aged Ass whispered to an old
comrade, “What thinkest thon, brother? The Golden
¥ail of the Golden Fox, | say, is a false aod artificial one.
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"She does not II-.I'WEFI wear 1t. T have seen her removing
it and depositing it into a box bsfore going to bzd, each
pight. What sayest thou to this?"

©Pooh!” said the old ass who was famous in the land
forhis great mastery of Assiatic culture and erudition.
., We, older people, know it long sgo. [Itis usual custom
of the fox=s. All of them, even those that have ordinary
tails instead of golden ones as our leader, pat them off
‘before aleeping’” And the old ons laughsd scornfuliy at
the ignorance displayed by his younger comrade.

The middle-aged Ass did not koow what to say in
reply. So he weot without further parley although he still
had his own doubts about the accuracy of old comrade’s
obiervation.

Ag lime went on, other Asses also began to gel suspici-
ous sbout the genuinencss of the golden tail and every-
where in the learned and erodite Ass-circies there were mor
murings about the intolereble rule and iocredible pre-
¢=nsions of the Golden Fox.

The Goiden Fox then thooght that she must slightly
change her tactics and $o hit on. 3 new devic= to rekliodle
the wanipg loyalty of her followers. She knew she could
always depend on the ailegiance of the Elders of the long-
eared commupitly. 5o she induced the chief of the Eiders
to prevail upon a typically asinine member of the com-
munity to maks an unconditional present of the laiter’s two
colts to herself, so that, she declared, she might convert
the litilz ones into goiden-tailed Asses by initiating them
;n all the subtleties of the culture of the great Fox race and
by certain oth:r mystic processes.
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**Oh’’, she 1aid, *safter I succeed in making their tails
golden Jike my own, you will see that all (he animals will
hold them in the highest reverence and treat them as
Divioe beasts, It will add to the glory of the entire Ags
tribe. And great miracles wili be wrought by them such
as were never heard of before in the annals of Ags-land **

This scosational sonouncement and all the flattering-
hopes it held out 1o the vanity of the long-eared racs
pleased the latter beyound all measure. A bargain wus
soon struck and two hittle ones were entrusied 1o the caie-
snd guidacce of the Golden Fox. The first thing she did
with the new wards was to have their little tail secreily cut
off and make them wear big heops so as to hide this loss
from the scrutiny of her not over-so utinous followers.
She also made the little ooes {o always confine themselves
to a small room in her own house and there git with thair
backs turned towards the wall whenever there was com
pany. She then proclaimed to the Asscs that the tails of
her younz wards were slowly changing that they had
already become partly golden and that when the process
was perfected they would be exrosed to the sight of the
whoie world.

In the meanwhile, she ordered the more devoted ani.
faithful Asses to come and offer daily worship to the lit]s
ones who were already alleged to be well advanised on the
path to the Super-Ass condition. Great was the tensation
which spread in the Ass-land, on acconat of these mirs.
culous procecdipngs.

The older Asses were eagerly €xpecting the great day
when the little Golden Asses, that weie to be, would attain
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the Adept stsge and the miracle of it all weuld once for
all elevate the Ass-race (o the highest point of spiritual-

glory.

But the parent who had more access to the little ones
than others soon found ount the real secret and felt greatly
aggrieved and humiliated at the fate of his colts who had
fallen into the unbearable degradation of being tailless
Asses. Hes therefore protested to the Golden Fox and
asked her to restore his little omes to himself. Trouble
ensued and it was greatly feared by the High-priestess and
other leaders of the Assiatic Revival that 1he whole frand
would be exposed and they would be covered with endicss
shame

The Chief Elder, who bad, by thls time, passed the
stage of the dupe ard become a willing participant in the
schemes of the Golden Fox, easily prevailed upon the
parent to give up his fears, promising on behaif of the
Golden Fox that the little ones would be sent to Fox-Cul
ture asd no further omirage to the parenial sentiments
would be committed thenceforth.

This satisfizd the parent and the Golden Asses that were
to be were accordingly sent to Fox-land. In the mean-while
the topgue of rumour somchow spread the entire story
throughout ths leogth and breadth of the ancient land of
Asses and Apes. The Apes began (o heap scorn and irooy
oo the heads of the poor Asses. *S0 you wonld fain
manufacture Golden Asses, would you?'’ chattered the
Apes, **Apd the Golden Fox is going to tlevate yous
children to the Super-Ass siate! Super-Ass indeed! Tallk
ey, 1@il less — "'
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Infromation reched the parent from Fox-land that his
little omes had their long ears also cut off under orders
from the Golden Fox and many other worse degradations
were also mentioned, unworthy not merely of the sacred
Ass-race butl of any apimal however vile it might be. Al
the shame of it! How we have been dup:d! Asses and no
tails! Asses snd no long cars! Alas, my dear little ones!
Why did I ever listen to the perfidions brayings of the
Chief Elder? Why did I ever trust the Golden Fox? Ah
my children, they wili next cat off your dear silver noses.
And you are so far away from me removed by miles and
miles of forests and seas.”” Thus lamented the parent snod
findiog that the Golden Fox wasin no mood to return his
little ones to his castody and that all his comrades were
eitl er unwilling or unable or both to render bim any assis
tancs in this matter, he weont to a large- hearted and wise
Buli—one of the stray rempants of a race whice was very
pumerous in the land loag long ego aond besought his

counsel.

The parsot was capzcially wratbfal against a compatriot
of the Golden Fox, who was her chiel accomplice and

exscut=d on the little ones ail the degradaiions required
by her end many other unuiterable infamies for which she
apparently gave her sanction. He has omce prayed to the
Goldzan Fcx to remove his little ones from the foul asso-
ciation of her sccomplice. But she paid no heed to his
prayers and toroed him out beeping contempt and abuse
on his poor head, and calling him the stopidest Ass in the

whole of Ass-land.

The Bull listened to all this and advised the parent to
gseek redress im courts of law. And the Bull promised him
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every assistance that such an aofortunate Ass dessrved 8f
the hapds of a poble spimal. And the parent wept 10 8-
court of law accordingly and asked that the Goldea Fox be
compelled to restors the castody of his children either to
himself or In cass the Court should copsider him too
much of an Ass fo be aptrasted with the care even of his -
own 1t tls ones, to any ether person whom the Court might

deem fit.

This bold step sdopted by the Specimen-Ass encourged
many other members of the community to come out and
openly despunce the ways apd pretenslons of the Golden
Fox. The wave of asiaime resentment and revenge was set
in motion =nd, excepiing the old ones like the Cheif Elder,
very few remained faithful to the Golden Fox.

One morning the Goldea Fox discovered to her amaze
ment that ber pefsonal stiendsnt had committed a poclo--
rnsl burglary and ron away with her golden tall. There
weie crowds of Asses sianding outside her houses waiting

to see her walk ont without aoy tail Golden or other. The
judge decided that the Golden Fox should resiore the

littiz ones to thelr parent, viz the SpecimeD-Ass.

The Golden Fox then took a short trip to Fox-land.
The Assss were expecting that when she returned she would
biing the little ones with her. But no- She came alone and’
of course, she wore no gilt -tail this time. She had slso
dropped all pretcnsiens (0 modesty and good masDers. She
defied openly the laws of man and of gods. The old spirif
which cost her tail In her early days took possession of her
soul once again. She heaped words of very bitter comtempt -
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-and wvery vioieot bhatred oo the Ass-race which she had
once praised as the poblest, wisest and loveliest on earth.

she now hegsn to homcor tie Apes, calling them the
dearest creatures on earth snd delivering a series of lectares
on topics which were dear to the Ape hearf. such as the
fﬂl!ﬂwlng: -—

| The superiority of tail-less animals over all tailed
ones, always excepting the Foxes.

2 How, even amoeg the Foxeis, a tail-leis one ia
saperior to the rest.

3 The paramount importance i{o Apzs and asses of
voyages to Fox-land.

4. The basest of animals—the Assesr. (A jeremiad
against long ecars, white noses etc.)

5. How to convert an Ass info Ape,

6. How to convert an Ape into a Fox, etc, etc.

But the Apes were not in a mood to be won over by
old she-foxes. They well remembered their old wrongs»
how in the earlier days the Golden Fox ssed tO vilify and
mock them and s0 on; so they drove her out with scorn and
contempt. She then made a last desperate effort te win
“back the allegiance of the Asses. But there is a limit even
to Asinine folly and credulity. They too brayed scorn at
her. In the mean while the authorities of the law pressed
her to bring the little ones to the Ass-land and deliver them
to their perent. But she had so far disfigured the little
ones that she could not dare to obey that order.
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4o she secretly fled away to the Republic of Dees and
Ants, where warranots from Ass-land could not be execul
.and it i8 understood that she has started a mew cult there
whose chief doctrine seems ta be that the land of Bees and

Ants will become a paradise the day oo which they elect an
old and tail=less she-Fox as President of their Republic-a

cult to which she hat given the strange title of Foxo-Bess-
Antism. O

OPINIONS
ON THE FOX WITH THE GOLDEN TAIL

D¢, Manjunda Rao, B. A., M.BCM,, F.C.S. writes:
<11t has a high educational value. A careful stody of the
‘hooklet will do good 1O all the children 1o OB countryy

young as well as old. "’

prof. K.B. Ramanathan, M.A., B.L., L.T., F.M.U.
writes « *¢1t hitn off very cleverly weakaesses our men and
sone of us come offwell. And if we should be a self-
_gomplacent lot and not have any gift of humour, Wwo

_sheuld owe you & grudge:”
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