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SARDAR VALLARHRHAI
J. PATEI.

By G. V. Mavlankar.

11/f EMORIES from 1914 and onwards crowd the mind, and it is

-'•" difficult, nay impossible, to select. Each incident, during the long-

period of 31 years' close association—in private life as well as public

work—is expressive of one or the other trait of the Sardar's great
personality, as aslo a record of the history of our national life and
struggle for freedom. The reader will therefore take this only as my
respectful and loving homage to the Sardar and in r.o sense an adequate
pen-picture even in broad outlines.

My memory goes back to 1913. The Sardar landed at Bombay on
13th February 1913 and came to Ahmedabad the next morning. Ke
knew very well the then Chief Justice Sir Basil Scott and therefore
naturally called on him at Bombay. Sir Basil received him well and
offered to give him all support, including a professorship at the Govt.
Law School (the College was then known as "school"), if Vallabhbhai
would stay at Bombay. But Vallabhbhai having no attractions and
ambitions for the first place in the Bombay Legal World, preferred to

come over to Ahmedabad. He had his own plans of serving his people
and preferred Ahmedabad as the centre for his future public activities.

What a coincidence that two years later Gandhiji also selected the same
place! Friends all over the country will appreciate the just pride and

•use the local patriotism of the people of Ahmedabad when their hearts
are full of exuberance and joy at the idea that they—their city—have
contributed such a unique share in the moulding and leading of Indian
Nationalism, during the last 30 years. While Ahmedabad cannot be

emitted the exclusive claim of having given Gandhiji to India and
the world, it can legitimately claim so as regards the Sardar. He
practically started his public life in Ahmedabad and rose to his present
position by dint of qualities, work and sacrifice. To trace and follow the

course of his unique career as patriot, and the process of the growing
spiritualization of his politics on his association with Gandhiji will be an
absorbing and fascinating story and history of Indian Nationalism and
tight for freedom.
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A smart, young man, dressed in a well-cut suit, with a felt hat worn
slightly at an angle, piercing and bright eyes, not given to many words,
receiving visitors with* just a smile but not entering into any conversation,
maintaining firm and pensive looks appearing almost to look upon the
world with a sort of superiority complex, talking with an air of confidence

» and superiority whenever he opened his lips, carrying an impression of
sternness and reserve. Such was the new barrister who had come to
Ahmedabad for practice. There were in Ahmedabad at that time about
six -barristers only a couple of whom had busy practice. The new
barristef'was naturally a centre of attraction for the junior bar. His
personality, demeanour etc., had their own attractions—Mixed feelings
of attraction, respect, awe and perhaps a feeling of subdued resentment
at the way in which he seemed to look at others.

i

I had started practice formally in February 1913, but had not
decided to settle at Ahmedabad. There was an idea of migrating to

Bombay which was then a centre of attraction for service of the country
under persons like the late Sir Pherozshah Mehta, Sir Dinshaw Waccha,
the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale 'and other stalwarts of the Liberal Party.
Due to domestic happenings, I had to give up the idea of migrating to

Bombay for practice and settled at Ahmedabad (the native place of my
family for nearly six generations) from October 1913. This was the
luckiest choice in my life as it brought me into personal and close touch
with the greatest living person of our age and with another great
personality and patriot the Sardar.

He had, as a lawyer, mostly criminal practice. His cross-examination
' of witnesses was brief but pointed and he showed such a masterly
judgment of men that he could make out by a searching glance at the
witness as to the type the witness was and would lead his attack by
way or cross-examination accordingly. His conduct of his cases always
exhibited thorough mastery of facts, a proper and correct estimate of

the opppnents and case and line of attack and his carefully planned
defence and attack. But the one great quality which struck everybody
and made him the object of admiration was his fearlessness and the
bluntness with which he would deal with the court in which he was
appearing. He would never allow the judge to outstep, even in the least,

the limits of courtesy nor would he allow or tolerate any unfair, unjust
or improper leaning on the part of the court in favour of the police or
the prosecution. He had always to appear for the defence and his

presence as a defence counsel not only inspired confidence in the client
' but held the judge and the prosecution within their legitimate bounds.
He would neither spare the judge, nor the prosecutor, nor the police and
would call a spade, a spade.

J
It is difficult, at this day, for people to realise

what this meant in 1913-14, when people and the bar carried notions
different from now about respect and courtesy for authority. These
.notions of courtesy and respect almost savoured of flattery and servility.
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Vallabhbhai was far above these and never minced matters, for fear of

losing practice before a particular judge, if he happened to criticise or

expose the idiosyncrasies of a judge. He was thus a great protector of

the self-respect as well as the conveniences of the bar and the public.

The Kaira district was considered by Government Officials to be a ,

criminal district. It, therefore, appeared to them to require different

standards in the matter of legal justice. Though heavy criminal cases

for Kaira used to be tried by the Sessions Court at Ahmedabad and
though members of the jury would be persons from AhmecLL.ad, the
Kaira district was not given the right of trial by jury. The Kaira cases
used to be trials by judges with the aid of assessors. This was a great
handicap to the Kaira people and the judge's opinion being final, thfe

accused were prejudiced by the biassed official views of the criminality

in the Kaira district. In one murder case, two brothers on trial against
whom there was practically no prima facie evidence, were not only
committed for trial but bail was refused to them. Vallabhbhai. during
Hie course of sessions trial, had a straight thrust against the judge, "Why
were the accused not granted bail?" The police had the usual plea that the
accused would tamper with the prosecution evidence and this was a

Kaira case, therefore the accused should be taken as dangerous people.

Vallabhbhai applied for bail at the beginning of the trial. His argument
was, "I extremely regret that no accused from Kaira gets a fair trial in

this court. If there is evidence against him, convict him on the evidence
and if there is no evidence against him, convict him on insufficient

evidence, because the accused being a Kaira man must have managed
to tamper it. Evidence or no evidence the people being considered
criminal, the accused must be convicted. That seems to be the reasoning
of this court. If this were not so, I do not see why bail should not have
been granted in a case like this, where there is not even prima facie

evidence of the guilt of the accused.

Mr. Vallabhbhai said this in open court in the presence of a large
number of lawyers. The judge was stunned at the frontal attack. He
had also some consciousness of the truth of the defence counsel's

statement. The court said, "Mr. Patel, you are obviously in an excited

mood when you make such a serious allegation against the court. We
will adjourn and meet after half an hour."

The judge went to his chamber and immediately passed orders for
bail which he had refused a short time back. Needless to add that the
trial resulted in the acquittal of the accused. I need not multiply
instances of Vallabhbhai's courage and fearlessness in the course of h'is

legal practice. It is this quality and the training he had in the legal

profession is, to my mind, the basis of his success in later political life.

Practice of law for the purpose of earning a fortune and living a
.

,

comfortable life of ease and personal enjoyment were' never his ideals.
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Born of poor parents and brought up literally as an agriculturist knowing
ths} conditions of the village folk and their hardships, he had always the
idea of the service of the community. He had to strive hard for his

education and all through he was self-reliant. This made him what he
is. Blessed by intelligence, he combined therewith habits of self-reliance,

, determination and industry.

Gandhiji had come to India in 1915 and had started his Satyagrah-
ashram in Ahmedabad.' Gujarat Club, was then the central meeting
place :r_ Ahmedabad for evening recreation of the prominent public

workers of the day including men like the late Mr. Govindrao Patil,

(Secretary, Gujarat Sabha and General Secretary 18th National Congress
at Ahmadabad), the late Mr. Shivabhai Patel (Secretary, Gujarat Sabha),
the late Mr. Chimanlal N. Thakore (Bar-at-Law), the late Mr. Maganbhai
Chaturbhai Patel (Bar-at-Law) and, many other lawyers. I had
joined the Club in 1909 (immediately after passing my B.A. Exam) and
it was a pleasure and a treat to sit by the side or better to say "at the
feet" of these elders every evening and hear their talks about the various
topics affecting the country's political, social, economical life and their

plans of work for the country's uplift. Vallabhbhai had also joined the
club on his arrival in Ahmedabad, but his chief interest therein was
relaxation by game of Bridge with his friend Mr. Chimanlal Thakore.
Mr. Thakore. used always to warn -Mr. Vallabhbhai against launching
himself into public life relying on any strength or support from friends.

Mr. Thakore had very bitter experience in 1902 when he was let

d'own and left alone in the fight he had taken up against a European
, who had started something like a slaughter house in Ahmedabad. The

whole population disliked it and wanted it to be removed. Mr. Thakore
and others were deputed by the public to see the gentleman and to

request him to establish himself elsewhere. When the party went to see
him, such was the arrogance and racial pride of the man, that, he not
only insulted but assaulted the gentlemen and such was the courage of
the pu61ic tlrat not one of the gentlemen could dare even think of
prosecuting the European; but they declined even to appear as witnesses

• for Mr. Thakore! This was too much for Mr. Thakore. But for the
gentlemen who were with him, he would have settled accounts with the
European there and then, but he restrained himself and instead decided
to launch a prosecution. This also had to be given up and Mr. Thakore
left public life in sheer disgust. It was but natural that he should sound
a note of warnirrg to his friend Mr. Vallabhbhai.

>

The experience of Mr. Thakore was a small incident but it shows
the thraldom under which '<*he Indian gentry then lived in their relations
yrith Europeans in this country. The European was not even an official;

but the principal officers were all Europeans and the public had neither
s confidence that <ihey would get justice in a struggle beetween an Indian
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and a European nor had they the murage to resist and assert their own
and vindicate their honour. It is difficult for the present generation, to
appreciate the general atmosphere of suppression, fear and cowardice
which had deprived them their sense of self-respect and equality of status
with the European as man to man. We have to view the part played by
Gandhiji and Vallabhbhai with this background to enable us to appraise
the real value of their work, their services to the country and the deep
sense of obligation which the Indian Nation will, for ever, carry when
they think of Gandhiji and Vallabhbhai. They and others of their type
and mettle changed the whole, as if by a magic wand, in a wcr.iLrfully
short space of time and brought us to a realisation of our manhood,
our sense of self-respect and our right of equality with ail races in the
world. The white race is no longer conceded any inherently higher
status—But to resume our story:

Mr. Vallabhbhai had not therefore immediately entered public life

though that was his chief aim of life. He was watching, studying and
establishing contacts. Public life was then almost exclusively restricted

to the lawyer class. Gandhiji was also desirous of having contacts with
leaders of public life in Ahmedabad and with that end in view, he visited

the Gujarat Club once or twice just to meet people there and explain to

them his ideas about his Satyagraha Ashram. Vallabhbhai kept aloof

and was very sceptical and critical about Gandhiji's plans. ' He was also

brutally frank in expressing his views. He was at his game of Bridge
with his friend Mr. Thakore, and I was sitting by his side watching it.

When I got up to go to the group of elders where Gandhiji canr,
Vallabhbhai passed very sarcastic remarks discouraging me from going
to hear tne talks. Could any one had then even dreamt that this man
would be a devoted follower and a firm believer in Gandhian philosophy
and technique? But this has not been the transformation overnight. 'It

is the result of growing and closer and closer association and comrade-
ship in selfless service of the country, which means the poor and

vn-trodden, and not the vested interests. .

i

Thus, though Gandhiji was in Ahmedabad for nearly two years,

Vallabhbhai was aloof from him and started his public life independently

by entry in the Ahmedabad Municipalitv in about 1916. He took no
time to make his mark by the thoroughness of his work. He spared
neither time nor industry to go into the details of administration and did

yeoman's service to the city as Chairman, Sanitary Committee. His
colleagues on. the Municipality were the late Sir Ramanbhai Nilkanth,

and the late Dewan Bahadur Harilal Desai. Both these were indefatigable

workers and Ahmedabad was really lucky in< having this devoted trio to

guide and control the affairs of the city. Though ideologically .and

temperamentally the three differed, the administration of the Municipality

was carried on with one mind, but of all the three, VaKabhbhai, though •
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a junior lfi.the Municipality, was undoubtedly the coming man, essentially

because of his courage to fight the officials.

Ahmedabad was singularly free from visitations of plague from 1896
onwards notwithstanding the ravages of the epidemic in other parts of

the country. But the situation got a bit serious in about October 1917.

For the first time people went outside to live in huts and even courts

were as good as closed. The responsibility of the Chairman, Sanitary
Committee, was heavy. ' Mr. Vallabhbhai stood at his post. He continued
to fiv° in

j
the city and was seen moving round with the Municipal staff

for effective sanitation under his personal guidance. This was, to the

public mind, a new departure in the outlook and method of service by
city fathers.

S

In 1916,. a session of the Bombay Provincial Conference (very

probably 16th session) was held at Ahmedabad under the Presidency of

Mr. Mahomed Ali Jinnah. Vallabhbhai took no prominent part in this,

though he attended it. He had restricted himself to his Municipal work.
An important question (appointment of the Municipal Engineer) agitated

the Municipality. Of the three candidates, one was a European who was
supported by the authorities, the then Commissioner Mr. Pratt taking
a personal interest' in the matter. The Englishman won his seat by a
majority of one vote as against the rival Indian. One of the persons who
voted for the Englishman was the Secretary of the Gujarat Sabha which
was then working as a District Congress Committee as aiso for the

whole of Gujarat. Of course, the work of the Sabha was then limited

to representations and protest meetings only. There was abundant
resentment in the body of the members, that one of its secretaries should
have voted for an Englishman notwithstanding the Congress and
therefore the Sabha's insistence on Indianisation. The Indian candidate
was also superior to his English rival and the resentment was therefore

not merely sentimental but legitimately justified. At the annual general

meeting of the Sabha, though everybody resented the action of one of

its secretaries, nobody had the courage of proposing names for the
secretaryship deleting the delinquent's name. Mr. Vallabhbhai belled the
cat and put up a proposal substituting my name in place of the other
secretary. I was selected, though quite a junior, because of the work I

did in respect of the Provincial Conference. Here again, but for
Vallabhbhai, the Sabha would have continued, out of a sense of false

courtesy or unwillingness of members to get unpleasant, to exist in an
incongruous position of preaching one thing and practising the reverse.

In July 1917, Messrs. Vallabhbhai and Harilal Desai were elected
• Secretaries of the Gujarat Club and I was elected Joint-Secretary. It

was at the Club that we received one afternoon the news about the
- ' heroic stand of Gandhiji in the court of the Motihari (Bihar) Magistrate

• •-, who banned Gr.ndhiji's inquiry into the conditions of labour employed

as
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by the European planters in Bihar. This was the first act In India of
Gandhiji's technique of non-violent resistance. Gandhiji refused to obey
the order and preferred imprisonment to abandonment of the inquiry.
This act of Gandhiji electrified all of us at the Club. The late Dswan
Bahadur Harilal jumped up and waving his hands exclaimed,
"Mavlankar, here is a brave man and we must have him as our
President." It was this occasion which attracted Vallabhbhai more to
Gujarat Sabha and his attention, hitherto restricted to the Municipality,
began to be diverted more and more into the' affairs of the Gujarat
Sabha. Gandhiji accepted our invitation to be the President of Uss Sabha
and that was also the beginning of Vallabhbhai being drawn nearer to
and in Gandhiji's activities and methods. Brave as he was, the bravery
in Gandhiji found in him a ready response. This was a small beginning
of the close and great association in comradeship in the service of the
motherland.

Till the reorganisation of the National Congress in December 1920
at Nagpur, it was the Gujarat Sabha which was functioning as the

political organisation for Gujarat and District Congress Committee for

Ahmedabad. Since its rejuvenation from the time of the Provincial

Conference in 1916, the Sabha had become active and with the inclusion

therein of Gandhiji, its activities not only increased 'in many directions,

but the members of the Sabha b%gan to whirl round ,to Gandhiji's

technique of direct action. It was however the point of Gandhiji not to

involve the Sabha in any active programme of direct action, but to take
its activities upto that limit and then form a separate body for the

purposes of direct action taking such members of the Sabha and others
with him as were agreeable and willing to take up the responsibilities .

and risks involved in any programme of direct action. Vallabhbhai was
of course the first and foremost to throw himself whole-heartedly into

such programme.

The Sabha was carrying on many activities with all of which he
was associated as member of the Committee and some time as office-

bearer. I had, thus, the good luck of closer association with him as
our work increased. The Gujarat Sabha sent us as delegates to the
Lucknow Congress in 1916. It arranged to present a monster petition to

Mr. Montague in connection with the Reforms. It undertook influenza

relief in 1918, famine relief in 1919. But the most important of the
Sabha's work was the question of redress to the Kaira agriculturists, on
failure of crops, till the monsoon of 1917. The Sabha made all possible

representations to the Govt, officials—from the Collector of Kaira tp
the Govt.—with the active help and support of all big guns such as the
late Sir Goculdas Kahandas Parekh, Vitthalbbai J. Patel, Diwan Bahadur
Harilal Desai, Sir Ramanbhai Nilkanth and others. This was all being,

done under Gandhiji's guidance and direction. But the bureaucracy was
,

adamant and it became necessary to contemplate direct* action. All the
<
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members;of the Sabha were in entire sympathy, but it was considered

better to organise an independent committee for pressing the matter

further. This was the beginning of the Kaira No-rent Campaign
of 1917-18, the first popular struggle of its kind in the whole of India,

boldly challenging the case of the Govt, and inspiring confidence

in people in the potentialities of their own strength. The whole story

of the struggle is very fascinating. But it can be told on some other

occasion. Enough for the present purpose to state that Gandhiji decided

to fix up his headquarters in the district, but as he was busy at

Motihari he could not stay continuously. Time was of essence,

organisation of the struggle could not be postponed and Vallabhbhai had
therefore to shoulder the burden of being Gandhiji's lieutenant to work
with ^im in the Kaira district. It was his native district where he had
passed "his childhood. The people were brave and had known Vallabhbhai

intimately. , Gandhiji could not secure a better lieutenant than him.

Vallabhbhai also threw himself heart and soul into the struggle and oui

headquarters were shifted from Ahmedabad to Nadiad. Gandhiji used
to come and stay off and on and supervise and direct the movement.
It was an exceptional opportunity for all of us to study Gandhiji's mind
and method and to appreciate the potentialities of his philosophy of

truth and non-violence, of direct action (Satyagraha) applied to political

field. It was he^rv* that Vallabhbhai was first seen moving amongst the

people, shorn of his hat, coat and^ pant. Dressed in simple dhoti and
shirt, he moVed round day and night. The first experiment was success-

fully made and Vallabhbhai, as many others, became devoted admirers
and followers of Gandhiji. I must here mention that this does not mean
•that he became a blind follower and never differed from Gandhiji.

His quality of opposing all that does not appeal to him and maintaining
his own against anybody was still there, perhaps maturer than before.

At the same time he was a great disciplinarion and a brave soldier who
would carry out the orders of his commander without any consideration

of risk or consequences.

The work of the Gujarat Sabha, the Kaira struggle in particular,

had brought us both into very close contact so much so that our private

lives in our families had been an open book to each other. Our contacts

with Gandhiji became intimate and I remember with pleasure and
happiness our visits to the Satyagraha Ashram. Many a time both of

us used to go to the Ahmedabad station to receive Gandhiji on his return

by the 10 p.m. train from Kaira district during the course of his

recruiting campaign. We would accompany Gandhiji on foot from there
to the Ashram (about six miles) and then return to our residences in

, the Bhadra (about four miles). The inspiring talks and the good old

days are now enshrined in memory, and I feel like leaving them when i

am penning these lines. ^>

Thereafter came a very thrilling phase in the national struggle.
The Rowlatt A>ct, the Jallianwala Bagh stirred the nation to its depths.

Id
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The historical hartal of 6th April, the proposed Satyagraha, the arrest

of Gandhiji at Palvval, the civic commotion on 11th April, 1919. in

Ahmedabad, the execution of the anti-Govt. feelings in the form of

destruction, by infuriated mobs, of Government buildings, police chowkies
etc. Events were marching fast and so was public life. It was tending
to become a wholetime job.

The General elections for the Muncipality were held in Ahmedabad in

February 1919. Before that, some political conferences were held in

Gujarat. Gandhiji was by then the accredited leader of Gujarat.
He had inspired a new outlook, a new devotion, a new enthusiasm, a new
technique. At one of the conferences he said. "How can you aspire

for and run the Govt, of India or even the provincial Govt., if ' you are
unable to run ideally the government of yoUr own city?" This went
home to all of us who were workers for public good. Our municipal
outlook no longer remained restricted to cleaning of roads and privies,

maintenance of drainage and waterworks and the ordinary routine of

work just for the convenience of the people. To us, municipality really

meant Swaraj with all its implications of national life. I was among
the new blood taken up in the municipality and we began our work
under Vallabhbhai as the leader of our group. We were known as Pate-
lites. We had no quarrels or differences with old stalwarts so far as the
orthodox routine works of the municipality were concerned^ But there
was a difference of worlds in their and our outlook. Their deference for

the law seemed to go the length of slavish obedience, their courtesy
appeared to border on flattery; their respect for authority appeared more
as fear of authority. With the new outlook, things changed perceptively
in the municipal Board, though we were not quite a majority. The most
noteworthy, and at that time revolutionary, change was that we began
to transact our business in Gujarati instead of in English. We insisted

on forming executive committees and electing office-bearers only from
the elected section of the Board. Space will not permit me to enter into

all the interesting aspects and corollaries of the new outlook. The new
Board showed a political vigour as also social and municipal service
which the previous Board lacked. We seemed to have acquired in the
municipality a great instrument for advancing the cause of Swaraj
through the service of the people.

Thereafter followed the momentous change in the attitude of the

Indian National Congress. The Calcutta session in September 1920
ad' the non-violent, non-cooperation programmes and the Munici-
pality of Ahmedabad was not slow in giving a practical effect to it. Soon
came the Xagpur Cong- •: 1920. The next session was invited to be'
hel( I the whole country was thrilled and electrified by
the N.C.O. programme of 1921. Sardar Vallabhbhai was the first President
of the G.P.C.C. and I had the privilege of being its Secretary. While he
was the Chairman of the Reception Committee, I was. the Secretary

16
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thereof nnd our identification with Gandhiji was complete. The
Municipal fight in those days on the question of education and the
subsequent history of the Ahmedabad Municipality are a fascinating
subject for any student of local bodies who wishes to know the
potentialities of these bodies for effective contribution in the advancement
of the national cause' provided the city fathers are fired with a spirit

of selfless service and sacrifice.

The Ahmedabad Municipality is wellknown for its independence, its

thorough national outlook and its fight with the Govt, for asserting
our national honour and attaining the national goal, of Swaraj. As
said before, the fountain source for all these was Gandhiji and the
leadership of Vallabhbhai. The municipality non-cooperated in 1921-22
and its* fight with the Govt, on the constitutional front is also a brilliant

chapter. Gpvt. had to suspend the municipality in the year 1922. It

should be noted that it was not merely the political front for which the
municipality was noted. Its efficiency and vigour in carrying out far-
sighted programmes in civic matters established for itself, an unique
position in the country. This was all due to Vallabhbhai's lead, guidance
and industry.

Water supply^ drainage, and town-planning schemes were made and
pushed on with a vigour, never known before. The President
(Vallabhbhai) was a whole-time worker and his personal presence was
to be noticed everywhere in the city. By his courageous challenge to
the authorities and tactful handling, he brought to conclusion, favourable
'to the municipality, many disputes with Govt., particularly disputes with
the cantonment authorities regarding the rate of charges for water
supplied to them. He strightaway gave them notice that the municipality
would cut off their water supply, unless payment was made forthwith
according to the revised rates billed by the municipality. Had anybody
heard previously of a municipality giving such a notice? The authorities
were also fully alive to the fact that the notice was no bluff and that
Vallabhbhai was fully capable of carrying it out. The authorities
submitted to the municipal demand.

The Govt, used always to make a point of arrears in taxes, implying
thereby that the elected members were weak and amenable to influences.

They, therefore, could not be impartial and strong administrators. By his

policy of collection of taxes he turned the tables on Government. He never
pressed on the poor and deserving but compelled persons of influence or
in authority to pay up the taxes. He it was who first exposed
how high officials had taken advantage of their official position
in evading the payment of taxes and how they were in arrears, as the
municipal authorities could not have the guts even to approach them.
Vallabhbhai got a list of all officials in arrears and some of them had
left Ahmedabad on transfers ten or fifteen years before. He realised

XI
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the taxes not only from those in Ahmedabad but also from those who
were transferred to various places during the time. The history of t^e

Ahmedabad Municipality from 1919 to 1929 is the history principally of

Valiabhbhai's fight for Swaraj. It is impossible even to mention the

various and crowded activities and to do them any justice.

His other activities outside the Municipality from 1921 onwards are

wellknown to the public and I need not detail them. The Nagpur Flag
Satyagraha of 1922, his presidentship of the Congress, the Bardoli

struggle of 1928. Flood Relief operations of 1927, the C. D. O. smuggles
of 1930-31, 1932-34, 1940-41, and 1942-45, work as member of the

Congress Working Committee and Parliamentary Board etc. are fresh

in the public mind. He is a great administrator, a great orgapiser,' a

^reat fighter.

But this picture of Vallabhbhai would be incomplete and one-sided if

1 were not just to touch the domestic and personal aspects. He is a

loving friend and possesses the rare quality of loyalty to colleagues and
friends in all circumstances and situations. ,He has a very soft and
tender heart, which being perhaps concealed under stern and self-

contained looks, few or no words or very pungent and incisive words, is

not seen by those who have not the privilege of 'close association.

Notwithstanding his exceptional shrewdness and sound judgment about
men and matters, he is simple and trusting, almost like a child, in the

case of those whom he considers worthy of his confidence. To stand by
d friend is always a point, of honour with him. Having a strong mind
combined with sentiment his likes and dislikes are also strong—some'
time strong to a fault; but the greatest merit is that he never has any
personal motive or axe to grind—not even obliging a friend or hurting
.1 foe. He measures everything and moulds his attitude and conduct to

achieve what he considers to be in the best interests of the country. His
wit and humour are absolutely his own—so much so, that in his company,
you feel happy even under the most adverse situations.
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